
Dear Holy People of God, 
 
Farewell to you ALL: I Call You Friends (John 15:15) 
 
Dear Holy People of God, our journey started three years ago. Now, it is time for me to take on a new mission, to 
help with the formation of future priests for the dioceses in New England at St. John's Seminary. I ask that you 
continue to keep me in your prayers. Pray for me to help the young men in formation to grow in their relationship 
with the living Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life. When I got here three years ago, I began my first bulletin 
reflections by inviting us to consider a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ: I called you friends, since I have made 
known to you everything I have learnt from my Father (Jn 15:15). As I pointed out three years ago, friendship with 
the Lord is the best friendship to nurture. To be a friend of Jesus Christ is a lifelong adventure. Primarily, it is me 
allowing myself to be led by the Lord. Jesus Christ is not someone of the past. He is the great I Am! As with all 
friendships, there are low and high moments. But what is important is to continue to be a friend with the Lord, 
trusting that Jesus truly wants my good, loves me, and cares about me. Jesus is not an idea, a concept. Jesus is a 
loving and living person, and life's adventure is beautiful and truly good when I allow myself to be led by the Lord, 
day by day, one step at a time.  
 
Dear Holy People of God, it has been my joy and privilege to be your spiritual companion these three years, along 
the way, to Jesus and with Jesus. I want to sincerely thank you for opening your hearts and minds to me. Together, 
we have been on the way, with the Risen Lord who comes to meet us as we journey to the Emmaus of life. I have 
received and learned much from you these three years. In your goodness, more than all else, have I found a home 
of faith, hope, and charity. During the challenging moments, I have found strength and comfort in your love and in 
prayer. I have never felt the Lord distant from me. I have always felt him close. And our Blessed Mother Mary also. 
She has been close. And the Holy Spirit, whom I continue to greet every morning, "Good morning, Holy Spirit."  
 
This is not the space to evaluate our little spiritual efforts. What is central to me is the realization that it was never 
to do my own will, to do what I liked, but rather, to allow the Lord himself to lead, guide, and direct Ste. Anne's. It 
is the Risen Lord himself who has been and continues to be pastor of Ste. Anne's. All of us who exercise leadership 
are only earthenware jars, to show that such an overwhelming power does not come from us. In the little steps 
that were guided by our Five Year Spiritual Development Plan: the monthly Bible Study; the weekly Eucharistic 
Adoration; the Daily Rosary; our Parish Retreats; our Book Club; our Men’s Group; the Filipino Choir; the Cameroon 
Choir; the Congolese Choir; the Children's Choir; the Precious Blood Group; the Charismatic Prayer Group; the Ste. 
Anne Prayer Book; the Faith Formation Booklet, etc. – all these little steps were meant to help us grow in our 
friendship with the living Jesus. I hope the little steps will grow, for the good of the Church and the glory of God. 
 
Dear Holy People of God, as I pointed out at Holy Masses this weekend, if I were to do it all over, I would still love 
to become a Catholic priest. I love the priesthood, for I love being a preacher of the Gospel, bringing Jesus to 
people, and people to Jesus. It is beautiful to be a servant of Jesus Christ and our Blessed Mother, Mary. As I leave 
you, I want to assure you of my daily prayers for the mission of Ste. Anne's as a family of God. Do not allow 
yourselves to be discouraged by negativity. To be a friend of Jesus and our Blessed Mother Mary is the best thing 
that could happen to any human being.  
 
I take this opportunity to express my profound gratitude to all of you. In little and large ways, you made me feel 
family, and for that, I am very grateful. I thank Fr. Jim Morris, Fr. Casmia Bello, and Fr. Denis Tameh, for providing a 
loving priestly fraternity. I thank the staff and volunteers. I especially thank Connie Kirby for doing the bulletin 
these three years, and for editing my writings. We have a beautiful parish bulletin. And finally, hearty 
congratulations to our new First Holy Communion recipients: Lily Arrigo, Nora Devoe, Vincent Devoe, Hannah 
Lausier, Brynn Lunt, Riley Ndegwa, Jayden Tenorio, and Christian Esposa. I wish you a blessed Eucharistic life.  
 
I will end with this prayer of St. John Henry Newman:  
 
"God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not 
committed to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a 



link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do 
His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep 
His commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my 
sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 
He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my friends. He may throw me among 
strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is 
about." 
 
May the Lord continue to watch over you. May the Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May 
the Lord be kind to you. May the Lord fill you with his peace and his joy. Please continue to grow in your friendship 
with the Lord, who calls you daily into his love. I love you all. You will forever be in my heart. I love you all, with all 
my heart. God is good, all the time, and all the time, God is good. Fr. Maurice Agbaw-Ebai 


